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                                                     Links to national quality standards quality Area 1 Educational program and practice 

This month we have been so busy trying out all different experiences and working out what might interest us. Children learn by observing, 

imagining and doing. Our imaginative play is very popular at the moment with our block corner making lots of different buildings or roads for cars 

and figurines. Best part about block play is that it is very open ended that the children can make anything they want whether it be big or small, 

and that no creation are ever the same, teaching the children to use their imagination, learn from each other creatively, socialise in groups, 

problem solve amongst one another and to also practise our fine gross motor skills. Home corner indoor and outdoor has drawn a lot of small 

groups together especially their child-initiated game “mummy and daddy”. Role play is a great teaching tool in helping support their emotional 

development. The children make up the rules and negotiate roles amongst each other. Were developing empathy and learning how to co-operate, 

to become responsible and how to share responsibility. Were also beginning to recognise and learn how to respond positively towards other 

people’s feelings. All of this requires co-operation, collaboration and an understanding of others. We also got a chance to celebrate Waitangi Day 

which is recognised as New Zealand’s national day commemorating the signing of the treaty of Waitangi in 1840 by representatives of the British 

Crown and over 500 Māori chiefs, paving the way for the British colonisation of New Zealand and Lunar New Year. We had watched dance videos 

and even attempted to participate in some of the dances and also got some of our creative juices flowing and learnt how to make some Poi for 

dancing and masks to use for our Kookaburra festival. 

 

 


